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The Role of Alternative Therapy in the Management of Partial Thickness Burns of
the Face—Experience with the Use of Moist Exposed Burn Ointment (MEBO)
Compared with Silver Sulphadiazine
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Abstract

Introduction: Conventional management of partial thickness facial burn wounds includes the use of silver sulphadiazine dee&ilagr
sulphadiazine forms an overlying slough that makes wound healing assessment difficult. Moist exposed burn ointment (MEB®ghas b
proposed as the ideal burn wound dressing both for burns of the face and other sites. Proponents of MEBO claim that it ées®lermd
healing and results in scarless wound healing and at the same time reduce bacterial colonisation and the need for analgepiesent
here our experience with MEBO in the management of partial thickness burns of the fdagerials and Methods: One hundred and fifteen
patients with partial thickness burns were randomly assigned to conventional treatment or MEBO. Out of this, 112 were analysed.
Thirty-nine patients sustained facial burns; 17 received MEBO and 22 received silver sulphadiazine. Patients were follovedlgt uptd
the burn wounds were reduced by 75% of original body surface area (BB&3ults: In patients with facial burns, MEBO was similar to
silver sulphadiazine therapy with respect to rate of wound healing. Minimal slough was present over the wounds in MEBO:treatei$
resulting in clearer assessment of healing progressi@unclusions: Advantages of MEBO as compared to silver sulphadiazine in the
management of partial thickness burns of the face include convenient change of dressing and easier assessment of healisgi@nogre
This suggests that MEBO is a useful alternative therapy for partial thickness burns of the face.
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