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 Attention Defi cit Hyperactivity Disorder

Dear Editor,
We would like to thank the author for suggesting that the 

defi nition of ADHD should be revised. This is an important 
consideration in the light of some of the points raised such 
as frequent comorbidities that occur with ADHD as is 
the case of Autistic disorder and other conditions in this 
spectrum. Changes are likely to occur in the development of 
the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual1 and the International 
Classifi cation of Diseases.2 In fact this is consistent with the 
development of any classifi cation system. However, such 
change must be done when there is enough evidence for 
it and there is a meaningful reason for changes, either in 
terms of clinical practice or the improvement of research 
methodologies.3 The authors suggest development of 
specifi c tests that help identify ADHD but the evidence 
for these neurobiological tests are still controversial and 
therefore it may be too early to consider. There is some 
indication that the DSM V Task Force is looking at radical 
changes4 but there are also proponents that feel such 
dramatic changes should be discussed more openly before 
implementation.5 The changes being considered in DSM V 
have been placed on a new website since February 2010.6

Our main point in our commentary is that ADHD, whatever 
its causative agent(s) is a condition that may have a long-
term consequence and how clinicians should approach it, 
from a lifelong perspective.

Daniel Fung,1,2,3MBBS, MMed (Psychiatry), FAMS, 
Tih Shih Lee,2,4MD, PhD, FAMS

 1 Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 
  Institute of Mental Health, Singapore
 2 Duke-NUS Graduate Medical School, Singapore
 3 School of Humanities and Social Sciences, NTU, Singapore
 4 Department of Psychiatry, Singapore General Hospital, Singapore

Address for Correspondence: Dr Daniel Fung, Department of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry, Institute of Mental Health, 10 Buangkok Green, 
Singapore 539747. 
Email: Daniel_FUNG@imh.com.sg

Reply from Author: Is It Time to Revise the Defi nition of Attention Defi cit 
Hyperactivity Disorder?

REFERENCES

 1. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorder (DSM-IV). 
4th ed. American Psychiatric Association, 1994.

 2. The ICD-10 Classifi cation of Mental and Behavioural Disorders: 
Diagnostic Criteria for Research. World Health Organization, 1993.

 3. Jablensky A. Towards ICD-11 and DSM-V: issues beyond ‘harmonisation’. 
Br J Psychiatry 2009;195:379-81.

 4. Frances A. Alert to the Research Community – Be Prepared to Weigh in 
on DSM-V. Psychiatric Times 27(2). 7 January 2010.

 5. Colliers R. DSM revision surrounded by controversy. CMAJ 2010;182:
16-7. 

 6. American Psychiatric Association. DSM V Development. Available 
at: http://www.dsm5.org/ProposedRevisions/Pages/proposedrevision.
aspx?rid=383. Accessed 26 February 2010.


