OBITUARY

Chan Heng Leong, mess (spore) (1965), MRACP (1969), MRCP (UK) (1972), FRACP (1974),
FAMS (1977), FRCP (Lond) (1984), FRCP (Edin) (1992) FACP (1993) FRCP (Glasg) (1997)
(6 February 1941 —-26 May 2003)

Professor Heng-L eong Chan, Professor of MedicineintheNational University of Singaporeand
Emeritus Consultant at the National Skin Centre, died on 26 May 2003 at the age of sixty-two. #

Bornin KualaKangsar, Malayaon 6 February 1941, he spent much of hischildhood in Penang.
Hegraduated M BB Sfrom Singapore’ sMedical School (thentheUniversity of Singapore) in 1965,
securing several gold and silver medals and prizes.

Heworked briefly asalecturerinMedicineat theUniversity of Malayain KualaL umpur. Heobtained hisMRACPin 1969
and MRCP (UK) in 1972. Whilein London, he also received specialised training at the St John’ s Hospital for Diseases of
the Skin and obtained the Diploma of Dermatology in 1973.

On his return from Britain that same year, he was appointed Lecturer at the University’s Department of Medicine at
Singapore General Hospital. He proved to be an excellent physician, with aquiet and meticul ous approach to patient care
that endeared himto patients, peersand colleagues aike. However, it was the effect that he had as ateacher and role model
for students that stood out. Ever approachable and patient, he was an encouraging mentor, and was genuinely interested
that hisstudentsbenefited tothefull from hisbedsidetutorialsand lectures. Hewasparticul arly keento incul catein students
adurable appreciation of what he called “medical humanities’.

Inthe specialty of dermatology, he proved aworthy champion and wasinstrumental inthe early development of thisarea
of clinical specialisation. He would subsequently spend many years involved with specialty training for dermatology. He
was avisiting scholar at the University of Californiain 1979 and visiting professor in dermatology at the Harvard Medical
School inBostonin 1987. Rightfully, hewasthefoundation chairman of the Specialist Training Committeefor dermatology
and member of the parent Specialist Accreditation Board. He had al so served on the Singapore Medical Council, the highest
medical statutory authority for the regulation of professional and ethical standards.

The National University of Singapore, in recognising his contributionsto clinical service, teaching aswell as research,
rapidly promoted him to Associate Professor in 1977 and Professor of Medicine in 1984. His academic contributions
included over 100 publications that attest to hisclinical interestsin dermatol ogical manifestations of systemic disease and
adverse drug reactions. He authored two books in 1986, covering these areas and a third on “ Cutaneous Adverse Drug
Reactions” in 2001. Professor Chan also contributed as editor or editorial advisor to several medical journalsboth local and
international. He served as Head of the Department of Medicine over two termsat the National University Hospital. More
recently, Professor Chan took on the added task of formulating guidelinesin clinical and research ethics and of providing
aconsult servicefor difficult cases. Hewas Chairman of the Research Ethics Committee and in the Committee of Bioethics
at theNational University Hospital, and Chair of the Committeeof Medical Ethics, inthe Faculty of Medicineat theNational
University of Singapore.

He had also been actively involved with both Singapore and international medical bodies, aslong-standing fellow of the
Academy of Medicine, Singapore, the Royal Australasian College of Physicians and the Royal College of Physicians of
London, of which he was Singapore’s regional advisor. He was also a fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of
Edinburgh, the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons, Glasgow and the American College of Physicians. Hewasthe
Chief Examiner for the Master of Medicine, (M. Med) in Internal Medicine of Singapore’ s School of Postgraduate M edical
Studies from 1993 and was actively involved in the arrangements of having the MRCP (UK) in Singapore jointly with the
M. Med, since 1995 and more recently with the PACES, the very first to be held anywhere in 2001. Rightly, he was
Singapore’ s first member to serve on the MRCP (UK) Part 2 Board of the UK Royal Colleges of Physicians.

In addition, heinitiated the Graduate Diplomaof Dermatology in 1999 for the School of Postgraduate Medical Studies.
Inthis, asin al that he achieved in hislife, Professor Chan was thorough and persuasive, without being overbearing and
afair and balanced examiner.

The many generations of doctors he taught, trained and nurtured will always be immensely grateful to him. They will
be hislasting tribute. Professor Chan was also a devoted family man and heis survived by his doctor-wife, Beang Khoon
and two sons. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.
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