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Professor Tommy Koh was born on 12 November 1937
in Singapore. He was educated at Outram School from
1949 to 1951, followed by Raffles Institution from 1952 to
1957. In 1961, he graduated with an LLB (First Class
Honours) degree from the University of Singapore, hav-
ing been in the pioneer batch of law students. He went on
to Harvard University to obtain an LLM degree in 1964,
and also a Postgraduate Diploma in Criminology from
Cambridge University in 1965.

ber 1993. He is currently a member of a World Trade
Organisation (WTO) Panel considering the dispute be-
tween the United States of America and the European
Community over the Helms Burton Act.

Subsequently, he joined the University of Singapore
and was the Dean of the Faculty of Law from 1971 to
1974. In 1977, he was offered a full Professorship. In
1984, Professor Koh was awarded an Honorary Degree
of Doctor of Law from Yale University. He has also
received awards from Columbia University, Stanford
University, Georgetown University and the Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy.

Professor Kohis on the Board of Directors of the Institute
for the Study of Diplomacy at Georgetown University. He
is a member of the International Council of The Asia
Society (New York), and the Advisory Board of the Center
for Strategic & International Studies (Washington). Pro-
fessor Koh is also a member of the Toyota International
Advisory Board. He is the Chairman of the International
Advisory Group of the Maritime and the Port of Singapore
Authority. He is also a Member of the Advisory Board of
the Korea Institute of International Economic Policy and
the Asia-Pacific Review Journal published by the Institute
for International Policy Studies, Japan.

He was Singapore’s Permanent Representative to the
United Nations (UN), New York, from 1968 to 1971
(concurrently accredited as High Commissioner to
Canada), and again from 1974 to 1984 (concurrently
accredited as High Commissioner to Canada and Am-
bassador to Mexico). From 1980 to 1982, he was Presi-
dent of the Third UN Conference of the Law of the Sea
and was responsible for drawing up the successful con-
clusion of the Law of the Sea which is widely acclaimed
by the world body. Credit was .given to him for his
diplomacy in achieving that.

Professor Koh was appointed Ambassador to the
United States of America from 1984 to 1990. He was
Chairman of the Preparatory Committee and the Main
Committee of the UN Conference on Environment and
Development from 1990 to 1992. He was also appointed
Director of the Institute of Policy Studies from 1990 to
1997, and Chairman of the National Arts Council from
1991 to 1996. Professor Koh was a member of the UN’s
High-Level Advisory Board on Sustainable Develop-
ment from 1993 to 1995. He was also a member of the
Earth Council from 1993 to 1996. From 1994 to 1995, he
served as the Executive Secretary of the APEC Business
Leaders’ Forum called the Pacific Business Forum.

In recognition of his vast contribution to Singapore, he
was awarded the Public Service Star in 1971, the Merito-
rious Service Medal in 1979, and the Distinguished
Service Order Award in 1990. He was appointed Com-
mander of the Order of the Gold Ark by HRH Prince
Bernhard of the Netherlands in March 1993. He also
received the 1996 Elizabeth Haub Prize from the Univer-
sity of Brussels and the International Council on Envi-
ronmental Law in April 1997. Professor Koh received the
award of the Grand Cross of the Order of Bernard0
O’Higgins from the Government of Chile in April 1997.

Professor Koh is currently the Ambassador-At-Large
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Executive Director
of the Asia-Europe Foundation. Professor Koh married
Dr Poh Siew Aing in 1967 and they have two sons, Wei
and Aun. In spite of all his academic and international
awards and appointments, Tommy is well loved by all
his students, Faculty, peers and friends as well as all who
have come into contact with him from all walks of life.
He is the Patron of the Nature Society, the Asia-Pacific
Centre for Environmental Law, the Substation, the Sin-
gapore International Film Festival, the Singapore Asso-
ciation for Environmental Companies, the Singapore
Librarians’ Association and the Theatre for the Deaf call
“Hi! Theatre”.

Professor Koh was the Second Arthur & Frank Payne Despite his high office, he has always been very humble,
Visiting Professor at the Institute for International Stud- sincere and very approachable and is a friend to everyone,
ies, Stanford University, USA for 1994/5.  He was ap- whether you are in high office or just a student. Hence, his
pointed by the United Nations General-Secretary as his popularity within Singapore and outside.
Special Envoy to lead a mission to the Russian Federa- It is a great honour and privilege to present my friend,
tion, Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia in August/Septem- Professor Tommy Koh, to deliver the Sixth SGH Lecture.

* Senior Consultant, Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology Singapore General Hospital
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