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Table 2. Distribution of HPV subtypes at the initial screening and during follow-up.

HPV-positive (subtypes) HPV-negative

n HPV-16 HPV-18 HPV-12-others Total cohort no.

Initial screening* 680 105 46 529 0 680

% 15.4 6.8 77.8

Follow-up* 152 19 8 125 139 291

% 12.5 5.3 82.2

Statistical analysis: Initial screening  
versus follow-up

*chi-square=1.4646, P=0.4808

HPV: human papillomavirus

longitudinal clearance study. In the longitudinal  
HPV clearance study cohort were 319 women,  
mean age was 42.5 years (95% CI 19.5–65.3). The 
follow-up duration of the entire group of women 
ranged from 1 to 7 years, mean number of years 
was 2 years (95% CI 1.87–2.13).

HPV clearance rate in the follow-up cohort  
(n=291)
Women in the follow-up cohort were counted  
once on the first follow-up attendance. HPV 
clearance rate was therefore referred to the first 
repeat testing. Overall, 47.8% of women (139 of 

291) were found to be HPV-DNA negative on the 
follow-up. The clearance rate of HPV infection  
was similar for all HPV subtypes for the follow-up 
that took place at different time points throughout 
the span of 5 or more years (Table 4).  

Longitudinal study cohort (n=319)
Overall, 194 (60.8%) women cleared the HPV 
positivity for all subtypes on repeat HPV-DNA 
testing over the period of follow-up of up to  
7 years. For individual HPV subtypes, the overall 
clearance rate was 90.3% (56 of 62 cases) for  
HPV-16, 87.0% (20 of 23 cases) for HPV-18 and 
65.2% (165 of 253 cases) for HPV-12-others  
(Table 5). The difference in HPV clearance between 
the HPV subtypes was statistically significant 
(P=0.0001). The longitudinal study showed that  
HPV clearance continued to occur in successive 
follow-up years at a similar rate across the period  
of study for each HPV subtype groups (Table 6). 

There was no statistical difference in the mean  
age of women between women in each group  
of HPV subtypes (Table 5). Comparison analysis 
between HPV persistence and clearance groups 
showed that women in the HPV persistence 

Table 4. Comparison of HPV-negative rate across follow-up period. 

HPV-positive HPV-negative

n n %

HPV-16 HPV-18 HPV-12-others Comparison of HPV-negative rate 
across follow-up period

Year 1 192 12 7 84 89 46.4 chi-square=1.9785,  
P=0.7397

Year 2 57 3 1 26 27 47.4

Year 3 24 1 0 11 12 50

Year 4 7 1 0 1 5 71.4

Year ≥5 11 2 0 3 6 54.5

Total 291 19 8 125 125 47.8

HPV: human papillomavirus

Table 3. Details of high-grade lesions identified during follow-up.

Case no. Age 
(year)

Follow-up 
year

HPV 
subtype

Histology

1 42 1 16 CIN2

2 28 2 16 CIN2

3 44 2 12-others CIN3

4 53 2 16 CIN2

5 57 3 12-others CIN2

HPV:human papillomavirus




