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Appendix S1. Search strategies. 

PubMed search strategy  

Search 
no. 

Query 
Sort 
by 

Filter Search detail Result 

9 #7 AND #3  2017–2022 

(("Singapore"[MeSH Terms] OR "Singapore"[Title/Abstract]) 
AND (("randomized controlled trials as topic"[MeSH Terms] OR 
"RCT"[All Fields] OR (("ambulatory care facilities"[MeSH Terms] 
OR ("ambulatory"[All Fields] AND "care"[All Fields] AND 
"facilities"[All Fields]) OR "ambulatory care facilities"[All Fields] 
OR "clinic"[All Fields] OR "clinic s"[All Fields] OR "clinical"[All 
Fields] OR "clinically"[All Fields] OR "clinicals"[All Fields] OR 
"clinics"[All Fields]) AND "trial*"[All Fields]) OR ("Controlled"[All 
Fields] AND "trial*"[All Fields])) AND ("pharmaceutical 
preparations"[MeSH Terms] OR "drug*"[All Fields] OR 
("pharmaceutical preparations"[MeSH Terms] OR 
("pharmaceutical"[All Fields] AND "preparations"[All Fields]) 
OR "pharmaceutical preparations"[All Fields] OR 
("pharmaceutic"[All Fields] AND "preparations"[All Fields]) OR 
"pharmaceutic preparations"[All Fields]) OR ("pharmaceutical 
preparations"[MeSH Terms] OR ("pharmaceutical"[All Fields] 
AND "preparations"[All Fields]) OR "pharmaceutical 
preparations"[All Fields] OR ("pharmaceutical"[All Fields] AND 
"preparation"[All Fields]) OR "pharmaceutical preparation"[All 
Fields])))) AND (2017:2022[pdat]) 

174 



8 #7 AND #3   

("Singapore"[MeSH Terms] OR "Singapore"[Title/Abstract]) 
AND (("randomized controlled trials as topic"[MeSH Terms] OR 
"RCT"[All Fields] OR (("ambulatory care facilities"[MeSH Terms] 
OR ("ambulatory"[All Fields] AND "care"[All Fields] AND 
"facilities"[All Fields]) OR "ambulatory care facilities"[All Fields] 
OR "clinic"[All Fields] OR "clinic s"[All Fields] OR "clinical"[All 
Fields] OR "clinically"[All Fields] OR "clinicals"[All Fields] OR 
"clinics"[All Fields]) AND "trial*"[All Fields]) OR ("Controlled"[All 
Fields] AND "trial*"[All Fields])) AND ("pharmaceutical 
preparations"[MeSH Terms] OR "drug*"[All Fields] OR 
("pharmaceutical preparations"[MeSH Terms] OR 
("pharmaceutical"[All Fields] AND "preparations"[All Fields]) 
OR "pharmaceutical preparations"[All Fields] OR 
("pharmaceutic"[All Fields] AND "preparations"[All Fields]) OR 
"pharmaceutic preparations"[All Fields]) OR ("pharmaceutical 
preparations"[MeSH Terms] OR ("pharmaceutical"[All Fields] 
AND "preparations"[All Fields]) OR "pharmaceutical 
preparations"[All Fields] OR ("pharmaceutical"[All Fields] AND 
"preparation"[All Fields]) OR "pharmaceutical preparation"[All 
Fields]))) 

478 



7 #4 AND #5   

("randomized controlled trials as topic"[MeSH Terms] OR 
"RCT"[All Fields] OR (("ambulatory care facilities"[MeSH Terms] 
OR ("ambulatory"[All Fields] AND "care"[All Fields] AND 
"facilities"[All Fields]) OR "ambulatory care facilities"[All Fields] 
OR "clinic"[All Fields] OR "clinic s"[All Fields] OR "clinical"[All 
Fields] OR "clinically"[All Fields] OR "clinicals"[All Fields] OR 
"clinics"[All Fields]) AND "trial*"[All Fields]) OR ("Controlled"[All 
Fields] AND "trial*"[All Fields])) AND ("pharmaceutical 
preparations"[MeSH Terms] OR "drug*"[All Fields] OR 
("pharmaceutical preparations"[MeSH Terms] OR 
("pharmaceutical"[All Fields] AND "preparations"[All Fields]) 
OR "pharmaceutical preparations"[All Fields] OR 
("pharmaceutic"[All Fields] AND "preparations"[All Fields]) OR 
"pharmaceutic preparations"[All Fields]) OR ("pharmaceutical 
preparations"[MeSH Terms] OR ("pharmaceutical"[All Fields] 
AND "preparations"[All Fields]) OR "pharmaceutical 
preparations"[All Fields] OR ("pharmaceutical"[All Fields] AND 
"preparation"[All Fields]) OR "pharmaceutical preparation"[All 
Fields])) 

834,383 

5 

pharmaceutical 
preparations[MeSH 

Terms] OR drug* OR 
Pharmaceutic 

Preparations OR 
Pharmaceutical 

Preparation 

  

"pharmaceutical preparations"[MeSH Terms] OR "drug*"[All 
Fields] OR ("pharmaceutical preparations"[MeSH Terms] OR 
("pharmaceutical"[All Fields] AND "preparations"[All Fields]) 
OR "pharmaceutical preparations"[All Fields] OR 
("pharmaceutic"[All Fields] AND "preparations"[All Fields]) OR 
"pharmaceutic preparations"[All Fields]) OR ("pharmaceutical 
preparations"[MeSH Terms] OR ("pharmaceutical"[All Fields] 
AND "preparations"[All Fields]) OR "pharmaceutical 
preparations"[All Fields] OR ("pharmaceutical"[All Fields] AND 
"preparation"[All Fields]) OR "pharmaceutical preparation"[All 
Fields]) 

6,893,190 



4 

Randomized Controlled 
Trial[MeSH Terms] OR 
RCT OR Clinical Trial* 
OR Controlled Trial* 

  

"randomized controlled trials as topic"[MeSH Terms] OR 
"RCT"[All Fields] OR (("ambulatory care facilities"[MeSH Terms] 
OR ("ambulatory"[All Fields] AND "care"[All Fields] AND 
"facilities"[All Fields]) OR "ambulatory care facilities"[All Fields] 
OR "clinic"[All Fields] OR "clinic s"[All Fields] OR "clinical"[All 
Fields] OR "clinically"[All Fields] OR "clinicals"[All Fields] OR 
"clinics"[All Fields]) AND "trial*"[All Fields]) OR ("Controlled"[All 
Fields] AND "trial*"[All Fields]) 

1,753,718 

3 #1 OR #2   "Singapore"[MeSH Terms] OR "Singapore"[Title/Abstract] 22,643 

2 Singapore[Title/Abstract]   "Singapore"[Title/Abstract] 18,494 

1 singapore[MeSH Terms]   "singapore"[MeSH Terms] 15,187 

 
 
Embase search strategy 
 

No. Search Result Type 

1 exp Singapore 25,885 Advanced 

2 Signapore.ti,ab. 27,152 Advanced 

3 1 or 2 33,364 Advanced 

4 exp randomized controlled trial/ 723,240 Advanced 

5 

(RCT or Clinical Trial* or Controlled Trial*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, 
drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, drug 
manufacturer, device trade name, keyword heading word, floating subheading 
word, candidate term word] 

2,368,286 Advanced 

6 pharmaceutical preparations.mp. 4924 Advanced 



7 

(drug* or Pharmaceutical Preparations or Pharmaceutical Preparation).mp. 
[mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device 
manufacturer, drug manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, 
keyword heading word, floating subheading word, candidate term word] 

12,352,275 Advanced 

8 4 or 5 2,368,802 Advanced 

9 6 or 7 12,352,275 Advanced 

10 8 and 9 1,496,929 Advanced 

11 3 and 10 1170 Advanced 

12 limit 11 to yr="2017 - 2022" 469 Advanced 

 
 
Cochrane library search strategy  
 

No. Search Type Hits 

1 MeSH descriptor: [Singapore] explode all trees MeSH 355 

2 Singapore:ti,ab Limits 1413 

3 #1 or #2 Limits 1570 

4 MeSH descriptor: [Randomized Controlled Trial] explode all trees MeSH 118 

5 RCT or Clinical Trial* or Controlled Trial* Limits 1,908,981 

6 #4 or #5 Limits 1,908,981 

7 MeSH descriptor: [Pharmaceutical Preparations] explode all trees MeSH 76,541 



8 drug* or Pharmaceutic Preparations or Pharmaceutical Preparation Limits 683,376 

9 #7 or #8 Limits 696,363 

10 #6 and #9 Limits 696,218 

11 
#10 and #3 
with Publication Year from 2017 to 2022, with Cochrane Library publication date from Jan 2017 to 
Dec 2022, in Trials 

Limits 241 

 
 
Web of Science search strategy 
 

No. Search Hits 

6 #1 AND #4, 2017-2022 48 

5 #1 AND #4 112 

4 #2 AND #3 206,952 

3 TS=(pharmaceutical preparations or drug* or Pharmaceutic Preparations or Pharmaceutical Preparation) 2,144,836 

2 TS=(randomized controlled trials or RCT or Clinical Trial* or Controlled Trial) 1,267,894 

1 TS=(Singapore) 45,727 



Appendix S2. Data extraction form.  
 

1 Reference of article 

2 Year published 

3 Field of study 

4 Regions involved 

5 
Conflict of interest declared as stated in the publication 
(Yes conflict/No conflict/No comment) 

6 
Funding statement 
(Yes/No) 

7 
Aim/Research question of randomised controlled trial  
(NB: as verbatim as possible) 

8 
Study design 
(NB: include verbatim description) 

9 Recruitment strategy (e.g. Were patients hospitalised? Tertiary hospitals?)  

10 Inclusion criteria 

11 Exclusion criteria 

12 

Participants 

No. of participants 
screened/enrolled  

13 
No. of participants 
included/randomised 

14 No. of participants excluded 

15 
No. of participants 
(outcome/analysed) 

16 Comments  

17 

Overall (BASELINE) if 
Singapore population 
described 

No. of included participants from Singapore  

18 Age 

19 
Sex 

Male 

20 Female 

21 

Ethnicity 

Chinese 

22 Malay 

23 Indians 

24 Others 

25 No. of included participants from Singapore  



26 

Treatment arm 
(BASELINE) if Singapore 
population described 

Age 

27 
Sex 

Male 

28 Female 

29 

Ethnicity 

Chinese 

30 Malay 

31 Indians 

32 Others 

33 

Control Arm (BASELINE) 
if Singapore population 
described 

No. of included participants from Singapore  

34 Age 

35 
Sex 

Male 

36 Female 

37 

Ethnicity 

Chinese 

38 Malay 

39 Indians 

40 Others 

41 

Overall (BASELINE) if 
Singapore population 
not described 

No. of included participants 

42 Age 

43 
Sex 

Male 

44 Female 

45 
Ethnicity 

Asian 

46 Non-Asian  

47 

Treatment arm 
(BASELINE) if Singapore 
population not described 

No. of included participants 

48 Age 

49 
Sex 

Male 

50 Female 

51 
Ethnicity 

Asian 

52 Non-Asian  



53 

Control Arm (BASELINE) 
if Singapore population 
not described 

No. of included participants 

54 Age 

55 
Sex 

Male 

56 Female 

57 
Ethnicity 

Asian 

58 Non-Asian  

59 
Comments about representativeness of sample by authors 
 
(NB: include verbatim description)  

60 Comments  

61 Did COVID affect recruitment/trial? 
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