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(P=0.0001). Using Fisher’s Exact test, patients with 
comorbidities of anaemia (P=0.02), chronic kidney 
disease (CKD) (P=0.003), end-stage renal failure 
(ESRF) (P=0.03), hyperlipidaemia (P=0.002) and  
DM (P=0.03) tended to receive lower doses of 
alteplase. Table 2B summarises the use of IPFT  
in our cohort of patients, and Fig. 1 depicts the 
distribution of alteplase starting doses. 

Outcomes 
Treatment success was achieved in 112 cases  
(85.5%). The CXR score at baseline, day 3 and day 
6 or 7, stratified according to alteplase dose, is 
presented in Fig. 2. The median area of hemithorax 

occupied by pleural opacity reduced from 27% 
(2–100%) to 10% (0.2–100%). A linear mixed effects 
model did not suggest any significant differences 
between the alteplase dose and change in CXR 
score (Fig. 2). 

One subject had a length of stay (LoS) of 438 days 
and was excluded from analysis. The remaining  
cases are represented in Fig. 3. A one-way ANOVA 
model was used to compare LoS based on different 
alteplase doses. There was a statistically significant 
difference among alteplase dose levels in LoS 
(P=0.003). LoS in the group with alteplase dose  
less than 2.5 mg (mean 58.7 days, SD 35.8) 
was significantly longer than in the 5 mg (mean  

Table 1B. Comorbidities.

Variables Alteplase dose (mg)a P value Totalb

<2.5 2.5 5 10

Hypertension, no. (%) 0.07

Yes 14 (82.3) 22 (61.1) 30 (49.2) 6 (50) 75 (58.1)

No 3 (17.6) 14 (38.9) 31 (50.8) 6 (50) 54 (41.9)

Hyperlipidaemia, no. (%) 0.002

Yes 14 (82.3) 13 (36.1) 20 (32.8 4 (33.3) 51 (39.5)

No 3 (17.6) 23 (63.9) 41 (67.2) 8 (66.6) 78 (60.5)

DM, no. (%) 0.03

Yes 12 (70.6) 10 (27.8) 21 (34.4) 4 (33.3) 47 (36.4)

No 5 (29.4) 26 (72.2) 40 (65.6) 8 (66.7) 82 (63.6)

CKD, no. (%) 0.003

Yes 7 (41.2) 5 (13.9) 4 (6.6) 3 (25) 19 (14.7)

No 10 (58.8) 31 (86.1) 57 (93.4) 9 (75) 110 (85.3)

ESRF; patients on dialysis, no. (%) 0.03

Yes 3 (17.6) 4 (11.1) 1 (1.6) 0 8 (6.2)

No 14 (82.4) 32 (88.9) 61 (98.4) 12 121 (93.8)

Anaemia, no. (%) 0.02

Yes 8 (47.1) 9 (25.0) 8 (13.1) 3 (25.0) 29 (22.5)

No 9 (52.9) 27 (75.0) 53 (86.9) 9 (75.0) 100 (77.5)

CCI score, no. (%) 0.0001

Mean (SD) 6.4 (3.7) 3.3 (3.2) 2.6 (2.4) 3 (3.1) 3.3 (3.1)

Median (minimum, maximum) 7 (0, 13) 2.5 (0, 12) 2 (0, 8) 1.5 (0, 10) 2 (0, 13)

CCI: Charlson comorbidity index; CKD: chronic kidney disease; DM: diabetes mellitus; ESRF: end-stage renal failure; SD: standard deviation
a Three subjects had no record of alteplase dose.
b All 129 subjects were included.




